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+ Definitions
+ Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia

+ n. An elevated and generally level region of considerable
extent; a plateau. Both table-land and plateau are in common
use among physical geographers with essentially the same
meaning. Chains of mountains frequently rise from or encircle
table-lands. The region of the most extensive table-lands of
the world is central Asia; the Pyrenees, the Alps, and the
Caucasus, on the other hand, are mountain systems
characterized by the absence of plateaus. The vast area
embraced between the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra
Nevada and Cascade ranges is a plateau region. That part
north of the Great Basin has been called the "Northern. or
Columbian, Plateau region ofithe Cordilleras,” and that south
of the Great Basin the “Southern or Colorado Plateau”; and
this is a region of great interest, both from its scenery and
from its geological structure.
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DR \ The Tian Shan are a part of the Himalayan
W orogenic belt which was formed by the collision of

Tt the Indian and Eurasian plates in the Cenozoic era.
= They are one of the longest mountain ranges in

< some 2,800 km eastward

istan.
Tian Shan is Jengish
m or 24,406 ft, is also the
n and is on the border
n's second highest peak,
pirits), at 7,010 m,
yrgyzstan border.

s the two most northerly
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Major Geologic Provinces
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4+ The Erie Canal is a waterway in New York that runs about 363 miles

(584 km) from \ ,\on t|"l‘e to
, at , ciompleting a navigable water route
from the Atlantic Ocean to the ‘ . Ihe canal contains 36

and encompasse:s a to‘tal elévatio'lg differential of approximately
565 ft. (169 m). First proposed in 1807, it was under construction

from 1817 to 1825 and officially o;‘)ened‘
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